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Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

Measures of School Success and Public Reporting and Students and School Supports 

Discussion Groups 

Meeting Minutes of October 5, 2016 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

 

The meeting was convened at 6:08 PM by Dr. Steven Godowsky, Secretary, Department of Education 

(DOE), at the Collette Education Resource Center, 35 Commerce Way, in Dover, Conference Rooms A & 

B.  Fifty-three people were in attendance including: 41 members of the Discussion Groups, 4 

representatives of DOE, 1 facilitator and 7 members of the public. The attendance list is attached. 

 

Dr. Godowsky welcomed the new members of the ESSA Measures of School Success and Public 

Reporting and Students and School Supports Discussion Groups.  He congratulated group members on 

their selection out of 100 people who were nominated.  He reviewed the purpose of the meeting which 

was to provide a broad overview of the background on ESSA and the process going forward for the next 

5 meetings.  This is the only meeting where both groups will meet together.  He introduced Dr. Devona 

Williams who will lead the facilitation process for the discussion groups.  He invited everyone in the 

group to introduce themselves.   

 

Scope and Sequence of Meetings  

 

Karen Field Rogers, Deputy Secretary of DOE provided an overview of the background of the ESSA effort 

in Delaware which included: the requirements of the law, opportunities, transitional issues and the 

focus areas.  Additionally, she reviewed the timeline and the stakeholder engagement plan.  Attendees 

received a handout with this information.  The first draft of the state plan will be completed the end of 

October, the second draft to be completed in December and the final plan to be submitted to US 

Department of Education in March 2017.   

 

Group Norm Setting 

 

Dr. Devona Williams (Goeins-Williams Associates, Inc.) stated that following this meeting, she will 

facilitate the Measures of School Success and Reporting Discussion Group and Mary Perkins, (Goeins-

Williams Associates, Inc.) will facilitate the Student and School Supports Discussion Group.  The next 5 
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meetings will meet concurrently in the same location.  Dr. Williams will send out meeting 

reminder/invitations via Outlook for both groups. She reviewed the structure of the Discussion Groups: 

 Each meeting will focus on specific section(s) of the draft State Plan template related to 

Measures of School Success and Reporting 

 Participants will receive background/contextual information for the discussion topic and goals 

for the discussion 

 Each meeting will allow for individual reflection, small group discussion, whole group discussion 

– there will be no voting during these meetings 

 Each meeting will conclude with 15 minutes permitted for public comment with comments 

limited to 2 minutes per person.  Discussion group members are not to engage in conversation 

about or in response to public comments.  

 Meeting minutes will be posted on the DDOE ESSA and state public meeting websites.  

 Meeting minutes and information on participant consensus/views will be shared with the 

Governor’s ESSA Advisory Committee  

 

Additionally, the meeting norms were presented:   

 Discussions are limited to the topic(s) identified on the meeting agenda 

 Only one person speaks at a time and is allowed to speak without interruption 

 Each discussion group member will have an opportunity to speak and other group members will 

actively listen to the speaker without interruption 

 Once each discussion group member has had an opportunity to speak, people who have already 

spoken will be able to speak again 

 Discussion group members may ask clarifying questions of one another, but may not argue with 

other members 

 Discussion group members will communicate and listen to opinions in a respectful manner 

 To ensure full participation and engagement on the discussion the room, discussion group 

members will set phones on silent/vibrate and will leave the room to engage in any phone calls 

 

The group was asked to add additional norms or ground rules to be included and none were suggested. 

 

Topic Overview 

Dr. Amelia Hodges, Associate Secretary, DOE, reviewed the discussion topics for the Discussion Groups 

for future meetings: 

Measures of School Success and Public Reporting 
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 Meeting 2:   

Discussions 1-3:  State Plan, Section 4:  Accountability System – Indicators; discussion questions 

 Meeting 3:   

Discussion 1:  State Plan, Section 4: Accountability System – Subgroups (English Learners) 

Discussion 2:  State Plan, Section 4: Accountability System – n Size 

Discussion 3:  State Plan, Section 4: Accountability System – Participation Rate 

 Meeting 4:   

Discussion 1-3 – State Plan, Section 4:  Comprehensive Support and Improvement 

 Meeting 5:   

Discussion 1-3 – State Plan, Section 4:  Targeted Support and Improvement 

 Meeting 6: 

Wrap-up and review of additional community/survey feedback; make adjustments to 

recommendations/options as needed; schedule additional meetings and topics as needed 

 

Student and School Support 

 Meeting 2:   

Discussion: State Plan, Section 6: Supporting All Students sub-sections: Transitions and effective 

parent, family and community engagement 

 Meeting 3:   

Discussion State Plan, Section 6: Supporting All Students sub-sections: Accurate identification of 

ELs and SWD, special student populations 

 Meeting 4:   

Discussion: State Plan, Section 6: Supporting All Students sub-sections: Equitable student access, 

digital literacy 

 Meeting 5:   

Discussion: State Plan, Section 6: Supporting All Students sub-section: Bullying and harassment, 

suspensions and expulsions, aversive behavioral interventions 

 Meeting 6: 

Wrap-up and review of additional community/survey feedback; make adjustments to 

recommendations/options as needed; schedule additional meetings and topics as needed 

 

Dr. Hodges explained that everyone in attendance has received a flash drive of suggested pre-readings 

for all of the meetings.  Some of this information has hyper-links to additional resources.  Discussion 

group members are welcome to read as much as desired in preparation for the meetings.  Members 

may suggest additional background readings for the groups and contact her by email 

(amelia.hodges@doe.k12.de.us).  Members are also asked to let her know if they need paper copies of 

the materials.  DOE staff will be available at all future meetings as resources but will not actively 

participate in the meeting discussions. 

mailto:amelia.hodges@doe.k12.de.us
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Wrap-up/Next steps 

 

Discussion Questions and Responses from DOE Staff: 

 

QUESTIONS RESPONSES 

Who were the people who participated in the 

community conversations? 

Members of the public who showed up on 

their own. 

Does the thumb drive include the specialties of DOE 

staff (who are resources to ESSA)? 

DOE will make a list and post it on the ESSA 

website. 

Will the list of all members of both Discussion Groups 

be added to the flash drive? 

The completed list will be posted on the 

ESSA website. 

When will the list of names be released for the 

Governor’s Advisory Committee? 

Not sure yet. 

Why did DOE keep Common Core? We have not gotten that far yet.  Right now 

we are seeing good results. 

How will we receive additional reading information 

for the meetings? 

Additional information will be sent with 

meeting invitations. 

 

Large Group Discussion 

 

Given what you now know about ESSA, what do you want to see happen for students and schools as a 

result of this work? Small groups discussed the question for 10 minutes and reported out the themes as 

follows:  

1. Building a sense of community with agencies, businesses and cultural attraction 

2. Learn from mistakes and miscalculations made in the education world; funding is a big issue and 

we need to work on this; treat schools as hubs providing wrap-around support that needs to be 

done by resources other than school counselors; mental health counselors are needed 

3. For students, schools should be places that they run to, not away from.  Schools should serve all 

students. 

4. Schools should serve as an anchor in the community; focus on the whole child – support, 

wellness, English as a Second Language; thriving child in all aspects; need appropriate training 

for teachers and staff 

5. Whole child ready for life; social and emotional needs and functional with academics and how it 

is put with Measures for School Success for Public Reporting to be a priority 

6. Whole child focus and equitable funding students at risk; teacher training more connected; 

activities surround the child with the right focus; schools should reflect the demographics; more 

parent education to close the gap; safety concerns and smaller class size 
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7. Real forward thinking and use of best practices; leverage the size of Delaware to be a crowned 

jewel in education; more individual looking, not focusing just on tests, like use of portfolios; 

improve libraries; more attention on inputs, not outputs; better dashboard 

8. Equity in education and access for all students; high quality education; multiple pathways; 

accountability systems should be flexible and multiple 

9. Make the education system in Delaware number one in the USA; fairness and equity for all 

students; multiple measures and student levels; measures poverty, income levels, and success; 

data is clear, transparent, honest depiction of schools; drive professional development; and 

accountability – focus bot just on the negative 

Public Comment 

Two people provided public comments: 

 

Natalie Ganc, President, Delaware PIE, Delaware PTA VIP member, public school special education 

teacher, parent, and co-founder of Educators to the Rescue 

 There are six elementary schools in the Caesar Rodney School District.  One elementary school 

houses all English learning students.  Three schools house emersion schools.  How can report 

cards be valid with this arrangement? 

 On ESSA – it is still prescriptive 

 

Laura Howard 

 I would like the group to keep in mind that education has lost its career ready focus for 

students.  Education is more academia minded.  The career ready side has been glossed over as 

education is focused broadly on data. 

 Every school, every district is different; the broader, the better. 

 We have a problem with English language learners. 

  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
  



 

ESSA Discussion Group Minutes 10.5.16 Page 6 

 

 
Attendance 

 
Measures of School Success and Public Reporting Group 

Pat Grant for Brenda Dorrell  
Chuck Taylor 
Dan Shelton 
Dianne Bogle 
Donna Johnson  
Dr. Annie Norman 
Jackie Kook 
Julie Harrington 
Lincoln Hohler 
Mary Pickering  
Mike Matthews 
Shirin Skovronski 
William Doolittle 
Michele Johnson 
Sherry Antonetti 
Mary Pieri 
Jennifer Wagner 

 
Students and School Supports Discussion Group 

Beverly Stewart 
Darby Diabsoto, for Catherine Lindroth 
Celeste Bunting 
Cheryl Bowman 
Cheryl Carey 
Cheryl Martin 
Cora Scott 
Courtney Fox 
Cynthia LaRock  
Dr. Stephanie Lobiondo 
Dusty Blakey  
Eliza Hirst 
Fran O'Malley 
Jim Purcell  
Katie Eaken 
Kevin Ohlandt 
Kristin Pidgeon 
Lolita Sims 
Najma Landis 
Robert Wright 
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Robin Howton  
Saymith Morales 
Sonya Dyer  
Traci Manza Murphy 

 
DOE 
 

Dr. Steve Godowsky, Secretary 
Dr. Karen Field Rogers, Deputy Secretary 
Dr. Amelia Hodges, Associate Secretary 
Candice Brooks, Executive Assistant 

 
Meeting Facilitator 
 

Dr. Devona Williams, Goeins-Williams Associates, Inc. 
 
Public 
 

Natakie Ganc, President, Delaware PIE, Delaware PTA VIP member, public school special 
education teacher, parent, and co-founder of Educators to the Rescue 
Laura Howard 
Deb Stevens, DSEA 
Lorne Gloede, DSA of Delaware 
Sheila Walsh Tammy Croce, DASA 
Karen Gritton, private citizen  
Michael Saylor 
 


